ABSTRACTS

Parental bereavement:

the crisis of meaning
Wheeler |. Death Studies 2001; 25(1):
51-66

For parents, the death of a child, even of
an adult child, is unnatural and untimely,
reversing the sequence of events. This
study looks at two aspects of the search
for meaning in parental bereavement —
the search for cognitive mastery and the
search for renewed purpose. Bereaved
parents (176) answered questions about
the experience of their child's death and
the meaning of their lives since the
death. The great majority of the parents
were able to find meaning through
connections with people, activities —
often involved with helping others —

beliefs and values, personal growth, and
memories of the child.

_REVIEWS

support offered face-to-face counselling,
befriending, home visiting, telephone
contact, social outings and loan of self-
help books and videos. A large part of
the article is concerned with the
methodology, but it is clear from the
response to interviews and question-
naires that, despite some negative
aspects, the volunteers, who reported
being highly motivated to help others,
overwhelmingly regarded their work as
valuable and enjoyable. The author
remarks, however, that they ‘appeared to
be largely unaware of the need for
specialist training, or supervision, which
raises issues about the quality of
services provided.

Assumptive world views
and the grief reactions of
parents of murdered
children

in their view - into a place which is no
longer orderly or predictable; the
unfamiliar social role they may be
thrown into by a lack of support from
family and friends confused as to what
their reaction should be. Compared to
parents bereaved by accidents, parents
bereaved by homicide showed more
negative views of the benevolence of the
world, though the survey showed no
difference between the two groups with
regard to the meaningfulness of the
world or the worthiness of the self,

College student bereave-
ment, scholarship, and the
university: a call for
university engagement

Balk DE. Death Studies 2001; 25(1):
67-84

The prevalence of bereavement among
college students should impel

communities of care and compassion,
could do much to help bereaved
students. He sets out a model for a
university-based bereavement centre
which would provide accessible,
sensitive and effective outlets to help in
grief recovery, such as training peer
helpers, providing social support groups,
and raising consciousness about
bereavement.

A woman of many abilities
Sanders C., lliness, Crisis and Loss 2001;
9(1): 50-54
This is the second of two articles from
an Issue of lliness, Crisis & Loss devoted
to the personal experiences of women
leaders in thanatology. (Silverman’s
article, ‘It makes a difference’, was
reviewed In the last issue,)
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