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Bereaved by homicide 

THERE WEE 1,130 HOMICIDES in the UK 
during 2004-5; in the USA the annual figure 
is estimated at 45,000. Around the world, 
thousandsofpeopleareberemredeachyear 
by the murder or mansbughter of a bved one. 

Desplte thii intemet resources are still 
rebtiwly limited and tend to be housed on 
sites concerned with avariety of issues rather 
than homicide dusiwly. One such website 
is that ofthe UK charily Wm Support at 

emotional support and information for 
anyone affected by crime. The site has a 
section for each counby in the UK, and for 
the Republic of Ireland, as there are national 
vaiatim in the criminal justice system. In 
fact much information is d u p l i .  

In the England and Wales subsite there is 
asection dediitospecjficcrimes, 
including murder or manslaughter (did on 
Hdpfor\lkbinsand d l  down to Related 
TopiCr). Here is practical information on the 
criminal justice svdem, claiming campem- 
tion against the offender, the role ofthe 
coroner and links to several main UK 
bereawment sites, including Cruse which 

ment by h o m i i .  There is dso helpful 
information in thii section for chidm and 
theirpmnbwith links to UK Senrices 
including Childline, the NSPCC and Kidxape. 
The site also gives detaik of its Wries 
Support sau#c providing emotional and 
pmctical support to adult and child witneaes 
includngcourtvisitsbefaregivingevidence, 
and information about court procedures. 

Aqune working with M i  bereave 
ment m the rest of Europe maym tooacxesr 
similar organisatiom via the Eumpean 
Fonm for Wm scn#er available at 

FOurdedin1990, 
there are 15 Eumpean countries a f f i l i i  to 
the Forum including France, (;ermwy, and 
4uuitzerbnd. website address and 
telephonenumbersforalhrganisabionsare 
available from the Forum website 

e r a k a i v e l y w i t h h o m i a n d ~  
issMmM(supportAcbaMudernd 

which provides . .  mmr.- 

handlesmanylong-termcasesofberemre 

. .  . 

One UK mnbationswhikh deak 


