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EDITORIAL

C Martin Newman D)

The recent news that body parts have been found at the site
of the USA World Trade Center five years after the effects of
9/11 reminds us, if reminder were needed, that to have
physical remains of the deceased is often very important to
bereaved people.

Those who suspect that someone they loved has been
killed, but the body is missing, often yearn for that person’s
body to be discovered in the hope that it will facilitate
mourning and grieving and bring some peace of mind and
closure. This may also be true for those whose loved one has
been a victim of murder or terrorism, for the relative of a
soldier killed in action, or for those bereaved by a natural
disaster. Such a wish may last long after the attention of the
media and the public have moved on to other events.

In this issue Geoffrey Glassock introduces us to his study
on the grieving experiences of families and friends ‘as they
face the reality of the ambiguity of living with a person
missing’, and we look forward to hearing of the outcomes of
his research. I was reminded of the presentation by Lisa
Dinhofer at the Seventh International Conference on Grief
and Bereavement in 2005*, where she discussed the reactions
of bereaved relatives who know that organs of someone they
loved have been transplanted posthumously into a recipient —
another situation, relatively recent in origin, where there may
be a sense of ambiguity about the death. Modern technologi-
ca] advances and increasingly sophisticated treatments bring
new areas for research into grieving and bereavement.

Chris Paul (p50) discusses the roles of guilt and blame in
the grieving process. Guilt is an emotion frequently ignored
or underestimated in studies and discussions and yet, as she
points out, it may be very important and serve underlying
functions. Brendan McIntyre and Jemma Hogwood, from
Winston’s Wish, remind us (p47) that we often use narratives
to organise and make sense of our experiences and communi-
cate them to others. Their ‘film script’ activity helps children
put their experience of bereavement into a story-board, so
that they can record their understanding of events, a tech-
nique that can be helpful both immediately and in the longer
term. In this context, we need to remember that children may
also blame themselves and feel guilty about things for which
they are not responsible. Young children’s levels of under-
standing may mean that they causally link incidents that
happen close together in time, or they may attribute events to
thoughts that they have had. New interventions that are
shown to help children and young people after bereavement
are to be welcomed. ®

* Conference report. Bereavement Care 2005; 24(3): 54-47.

Editors

Colin Murray Parkes
OBE MD DPM FRCPsych

Dora Black
MB FRCPsych FRCPCH DPM

Martin Newman
MB ChB MRCPsych

Anne Viney
BA CQSW MBA

David Trickey
BSc MA CPsychol DipfamTh

Marllyn Relf
BA PhD

Advisory editors

Dr Ofra Ayalom PhD, isracl

Prof Anthony Clare MD FRCP FRCPI
FRCPsych, Ireland

Dr Tom Lundin MD PhD, Sweden
Pref Robert Pynoes VD MPh, USA
Prof Henk Schut PhD, The Netherlands
Prof Lars Welsaeth MD PrD ANPA,
Norway

Prof Robert Welss 71D, UsA

Managing editor
Rosie Dalzell B5c Centd

Published by

Cruse Bereavement Care
126 Sheen Road
Richmond, Surrey TW9 1UR, UK

Telephone: +44 [0] 20 8939 9530
Fax: +44 [0] 20 8940 7638
Email: info@cruse.org.uk
Website: www.cruse.org.uk

Subscription rates

2007 prices listed on the back cover.
Online subscriptions now accepted.
Bereavement Care is published three times a year
in spring, summer and winter. 1t is sold subject to
the condition it is not lent, resold, reproduced,
hired out or other-wise circulated without the
publisher's consent.

Payment may be made on fine at
www.cruse.org.uk or by phone with a debit/
credit card - Switch/Maestro/MasterCard/Visa/
Delta - or by posting a cheque/money order.
Prices include airmail postage.

The editors welcome advertisements and inserts,
but do not necessarily associate themselves with
the views of advertisers or books advertised.
Most back numbers are available at £4.00 plus
postage (UK postage: 35p).

BEST OF BEREAVEMENT CARE
Packs of selected articles from past issues grouped
in themes are available from the publishers at

prices from £4.25 to £6.80.
COPYRIGHT © Cruse
Bereavement Care 2006
* 1SSN 0268-2621
Designed by Creation
e Design, Bristol BS9 4PQ

Brentwood, Essex CM15 9TB





